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was not prepared to promise any help, they decided not
to make any move. From that moment Hitler never
looked back. If France had been independent enough
to act alone, she could almost certainly have held up the
German divisions and checkmated Hitler's expansionist
policy. Britain would in the end have had to support
her action. But France was not prepared to take any
risks. From that moment the isolationists in France,
such men as Bonnet, Flandin, Laval and the rest, began
to grow in influence, and to intrigue behind the Popular
Front government, which came to office in June 1936.
France had withdrawn behind the Maginot Line, like an
aged tortoise into its shell. Germany was left free to
manoeuvre in the rest of Europe; Yugoslavia was
courted by Italy; Czechoslovakia and then Poland fell
to Germany* Finally, Germany chose the right moment
to strike at France herself, and she went in like wire
through cheese. The Maginot Line and what it stood
for had sapped France's spirit. She was over-confident
that no one could break through, even though in defer-
ence to Belgium's wishes the Line had not been con-
tinued north from Longwy and Montm6dy to the sea,
behind Luxemburg and Belgium. Even during those
eight months of waiting, very litde was done to
strengthen that weak line of defence. The Germans, on
the other hand, were preparing in every detail an attack
at die weakest part.
When I visited the front line defences as war corre-
spondent during those quiet months before May 10, I
found all the commanding officers eager to show off their